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king, to his unbounded joy, was promised the reward,
not of one son, but four !

In due time four sons were born to King Dasa-
ratha, and the name given to the first was Rama^who
grew up to become a youth of more than ordinary
strength, skill, bravery, and beauty. One day he
met a holy man who told him that at the time of his
birth the gods had created a very large number of
Bears and Monkeys who would one day be useful to
him in the work which he was destined to do.

On another day a priest came to him and told
him that his friends, who formed a community of
hermits, were greatly troubled by a band of demons,
and that they would be glad of his help against their
dreadful foes. At first the king was unwilling to let
the boy go on such a dangerous expedition, but after
a while he was persuaded to give his consent, and
Rama set out at once in the company of his brother
Lakshmana and a friend who had magic powers.

The land through which the travellers journeyed
was thinly peopled and for the most part covered with
forests in which there were many hermitages ; and
before they had covered much ground Rama was
asked to challenge a dreadful ogress named Tarika
who lived in the dark recesses of a wood.

Rama twanged his huge bow in the hearing of
the monster, who was greatly enraged at the sound
and at once showed fight. Her method of attack
was to raise a blinding, choking dust round about
her opponent and under cover of this to shower
down heavy stones upon him. The brothers were.